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INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 
DODE-00 DOTE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 SS-15 NSC-05 
PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 H-02 /075 W 
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R031515ZNOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4144 

UNCLAS MOSCOW 16088 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, UR 

SUBJECT: INAUGURATION OF TU-144 DOMESTIC PASSENGER SERVICE 

1. IN CONNECTION WITH THE INITIAL FLIGHT OF TU-144 IN 
DOMESTIC PASSENGER SERVICE (MOSCOW TO ALMA-ATA) ON 
NOVEMBER 1, NEWSPAPER COVERAGE MORNING NOVEMBER 2 BRINGS 
TO LIGHT ANSWERS TO SOME OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS REGARDING 
THIS SOVIET AIRCRAFT. AIRWORTHINESS CERTIFICATE WAS 
ISSUED OCTOBER 31, 1977. CRUISE SPEED DURING THIS 

FLIGHT WAS 2300 KM/HR (1440 MI/HR) VS. NOMINAL CRUISE 2500 
KM/HR (1560 M/HR). ON PREVIOUS NON-SERVICE FLIGHTS THE 
PLANE HAS VISITED KIEV, MURMANSK, TASHKENT, NOVOSIBIRSK, 
KHABAROVSK AND PRAGUE. 

2. NEWSPAPERS ANNOUNCED THIS APPARENTLY NOW REGULAR FLIGHT 
AS NUMBER SU-499, WEEKLY SERVICE MOSCOW TO ALMA-ATA AND 
RETURN EACH TUESDAY. HOWEVER, LATEST PUBLISHED SCHEDULE OF 
FLIGHTS SERVICING MOSCOW, VALID FROM OCTOBER 15, DOES 

NOT INCLUDE NO. 499. 

3. FOR THE RECORD, SOME OF TU-144 VITAL STATISTICS, 

AS ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 2, ARE: LENGTH, OVER 60 METERS; 

WINGSPAN, 28 METERS; HEIGHT, ALMOST 13 METERS; WEIGHT, 

180 MT; ALTITUDE OF INAUGURAL FLIGHT, 16,000 M (52,000 FT); 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 16088 032154Z 

SPEED OF INAUGURAL FLIGHT, 2300 KM/HR (1440 MI/HR); 

SEATING CAPACITY, 140; RUNWAY REQUIREMENT, 10,000 FT. 

4. ARTICLES DESCRIBE FLIGHT OF TU-144 AS FULLY AUTO- 
MATED, WITH PILOTS PRIMARILY CHECKING AND ASSURING PROPER 
FUNCTIONING OF AUTOMATED EQUIPMENT. SOME OF TRICKIER NEW 
SKILLS TO BE LEARNED BY CREWS WERE SAID TO BE IN-FLIGHT 
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EXTENSION AND RETRACTION OF MINI FRONT WINGS, OVERCOMING 
OF SOUND BARRIER, AND NEW TECHNIQUES OF GAINING ALTITUDE. 

NOISE LEVEL WAS DESCRIBED AS NOT EXCEEDING THAT OF NORMAL 
SUB-SONIC JETS. 
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